
HELPFUL SMARTPHONE APPS FOR READERS 

As we know, children of middle school and high school age are digital natives, having grown up learning how to use 

the Internet with the ease of learning how to ride a bike!  Let’s face it… those of us born before 1990 are digital 

immigrants, and we can use a little help here and there trying to navigate the complexities of technological 

accelerations in the digital age!  For this reason, we are happy to offer some help with this short list of useful apps for 

Grand Avenue parents and community members who wish to participate in the 1st Schoolwide Community Read! 

 

The Amazon Kindle app is the best way to read eBooks 

online. If you are already a Kindle eReader owner, you can 

synch your library across multiple devices, including tablets 

and smartphones. Kindle Limited and Amazon Prime 

members can easily select and download eBooks directly 

from the app, but you can also borrow eBooks from the 

public library and read them on your Kindle app for free! 

 

 
 

If you’ve ever borrowed an eBook from your local library, 

you probably already know about the Overdrive “virtual 

library” app. The Libby app is a product of Overdrive that 

provides user-friendly updates, which includes easier 

access to materials (eBooks and audiobooks) from your 

public library. All you need to get started is a public library 

card, and your public librarian will be happy to show you 

how to get started! 

 

If you love reading, you know that it can be addicting! The 

Goodreads app is a social network for book lovers where 

you can create virtual bookshelves of books you’ve read, 

books you’d like to read someday, and the book you’re 

currently reading. Users can easily get book suggestions 

from within their network of friends by examining one 

another’s virtual bookshelves and by writing, reading and 

responding to user reviews.  

 

 

Have you ever seen flyers inviting you to scan a QR code 

for more information? What’s that all about? QR codes are 

actually an easy way for you to access a website from your 

smartphone. If you don’t already have a free QR scanner 

app, we recommend using QR Code Reader and Scanner 

from ShopSavvy,Inc. The app is easy-to-use and helps you 

connect with a wide variety of virtual media content 

advertised on flyers. Who has the time to find a pen and 

paper to write down that long URL anyway? 

 


